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· Okay, what are we supposed to do with this?

· I have never had a vision like this, but all the same I am fascinated by it.   It is not that I am skeptical; I just haven’t had any personal experience with this type of vision.
· Maybe you have.  Maybe you have had a similar experience and can really understand it and relate to it.  
· But then again maybe you have never had such a vision and maybe you are totally skeptical.  
· But because I am not an expert on visions I think we need to focus more on the meaning of the rather than the vision itself, the meaning for the disciples and the meaning for us.
· And I think the meaning is pretty clear:
· It means that it is possible to have this direct relationship with God…but it has to be our own—since Jesus came we can no longer rely on a priest, or a pastor or bishop to manage our relationship with God—we really have to figure it out for ourselves.
· It means that God is a God of transformation.  The transformation of Jesus means we can be transformed.
· It also means that we can’t live in the past.  We need this direct experience with God in a continual, fresh new way all the time.
· We get into trouble when we depend on experiences we had years ago to carry us through this part of our life.
· And it means that everything is about Jesus—he is the one that makes this possible for us.  
I don't know why God chooses to speak to some this way and others different ways, but I do know one thing, God does speak, we need to learn to listen. And that is where I want to focus this morning.  What can the transfiguration teach us about How to Listen in a new Way?
 
 


I like Sherlock Holmes stories.  I have read most of them; I have seen many different movie and TV versions—some better than others. But what I like about the stories is his well-developed powers of observations and how he notices things that others overlook. And how he is able to reconstruct a scene from what he has learned from those observations.

So, this morning let’s use our Sherlock Holmes type powers of deduction along with the help of the Holy Spirit to take a fresh look at this story from the perspective of the three disciples and specifically what they heard while they were on the mountain.  I know they also saw stuff and they felt things, but let’s for today just focus on hearing.

· What did the disciples hear while they were on that mountain?
· Three things:
· They did hear Peter making his proposal: "Lord, it is good for us to be here.  If you wish, I will make three shelters here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah."
· We do know that they heard the voice of God in a very direct and dramatic way: "This is my son whom I love, in whom I am well pleased.  Listen to him."  
· And then they hear the voice of Jesus while they are lying terrified on the ground:   "Rise up and do not fear"
· You might be tempted to also say that they heard Jesus talking with Moses and Elijah, but the text only says that they saw them talking, doesn’t say they heard any of the conversation. So, I will leave that one for now.
· To start, listen to the words of Peter.  Pretty much on his own, based on what he saw and without any direct instruction from anyone else, Peter jumps in with a proposal:  “I feel pretty good right now, things are going well, Peter says, This looks like a good place to stop, let’s make camp here.”
· "Like Peter we desire to secure in place, if not tie down and domesticate, the wild spirit of God's kingdom.  We do not wish to face anew the challenge of God's presence." (Hauerwas)
· And we know this is not the right answer because God doesn't even wait for him to finish his thought, before interrupting in a fairly dramatic fashion.
· Well, now we get to a very important point.  God has established the priority of Jesus and then he ends with the simple words “Listen To Him.”
· I just couldn’t get past these three simple words.  I tried really hard to come up with three points for this sermon, but I just couldn’t do it.  This is the only point that I could focus on. So, sorry there is really on one point to this sermon.
·  “Listen to him”
· That means:
· The old ways of approaching God are going to be different
· What is expected of  you will be different
· It is right for us to be afraid of God when faced with his direct presence, but somehow if Jesus is there we can get up and face God directly without fear (as long as we see Jesus alone). 
· Okay, this is the most important point of the day. We need to commit to becoming serious listeners of Jesus today because we are not going to fully understand what to do unless we also learn how to listen—to him.

· How do you listen to Jesus?

· This week going over and over that one line, Listen to Him I began to think about what is involved in good listening—what does a good listener do that a bad listener doesn’t.  

· So, I went back and did an inventory about what I know about listening.  Now, my wife Candace would tell you the answer to that is nothing, not a flat living thing…but that is not true--  Actually I know quite a bit,  I have studied, practiced and at times done better than others.  I didn’t say I listen well, just that I know a lot about it.

· So, what are the basics?   But let’s go through what I know and see if it helps you:
· Have to devote some time to it
· And we have to stop multitasking
· Silence-- I am sorry to be the one to break this to you, but listening starts with silence, your silence, you have to stop talking if you want to hear what the other person has to say.  In a way that is what happened to Peter, he kept talking and God had to speak pretty loud to get his attention
· Pay attention
· You have to somehow turn off your inner dialogue in order to really listen
· Most of the time, at the best of times we are thinking about what we are going to say next, rather than trying to really internalize and understand what the other person is saying.
· Open Mind—Don’t be judgmental
· Don’t try to fix every problem before you even know what the problem is.  Often times we jump to conclusions that we know what the fix is before we even understand the problem.  Again, Peter exhibit A.
· Active Listening:  means asking open ended questions

· After doing this inventory, I realized that a lot of it would help us to listen to Jesus.  

· Because we have a personal relationship with Jesus that implies a give and take of two persons really getting to know each other and that is all about listening.

· It is going to be a little different, because Jesus speaks to us in so many ways. 

· Jesus speaks to us through the bible, through things that happen to us, through other people, books, movies…
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I think our listening to Jesus should be the same way that we should listen to others; we have to have to close out our preconceived notions, our wishes and fantasies and actually let him speak.
· If we don’t understand how something from the Bible applies to us, I think we should do that same as we should with each other, ask Jesus clarifying questions.
· And also, in this context, listening with the heart means that we will probably have to do something, because throughout the NT, listening tied to doing, so what Jesus says should somehow take root in us and change us.

· So, after that I made another realization and that is that maybe the reason this is hard for us to listen to Jesus is because we don’t really even know how to listen to each other.   
· Maybe that is part of our problem:  Maybe learning how to listen to each other would help us listen to Jesus?  
· Maybe a practical first step in hearing Jesus better would be to Develop your listening skills with a real live person and maybe that will help when it comes to listening to Jesus.
· SO, maybe listening to each other will actually help us to hear Jesus better.

· I then I took it a step further, maybe listening to others might actually be part of listening to Jesus.  But I am really saying that listening to each other is all tied up with listening to Jesus.  We hear Jesus when we hear each other, when we recognize the Christ in someone else.

· And when you take this to its logical conclusion it turns out that listening might be one of the most practical skills a Christian could learn in order to grow as a Christian and as a person.   
· What is kind of interesting about listening is that it involves being unselfish, putting the other person first and recognizing Christ in that other person, regardless of what they are saying or doing.
· So, listening becomes a very practical, miniature school of learning how to be selfless the way Jesus called us to be.

 
Today’s Application: So, I guess I am saying we need to enter into a crash course on how to listen to each other and to Jesus

Okay, this seriously will take some time to learn how to listen differently, time and commitment—look, I know how hard this is: getting ready for this sermon on Friday, my phone rang off the hook…and I found it very hard to listen to the people who were calling me because I was busy preparing a sermon on…listening!


Let’s start: During the coffee hour, after someone says something to you, try to ask at least one question about what they said before you tell them something you want them to hear?  Just one question? 

I wish the church could become a university of listening, where we teach it, practice it and refine a skill that could really change things.

 
CONCLUSION

Verse 8 is going to help us close these thoughts out this morning:  “And lifting their eyes they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone.”

· This whole mountaintop experience begins and ends with Jesus alone.
· At the beginning he is altered to show his glory as the son of God.
· At the end they very specifically see Jesus alone, 
· And that is to make sure they understand that the old reality is over and the new reality to know God, to understand mission to work out our salvation all we need is Jesus
· he is the human Jesus again, the flesh and blood Jesus, he is one of us, reaching out a helping hand

· We need to take responsibility for our own experience of God
· We need to listen to Jesus freshly and newly as often as possible
· And in the midst of all our challenges, we need to see only Jesus and feel his touch. And
· Then go out look at each other, hear each other, touch each other and recognize Christ in all of it.

